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Sanctuary Worship 
First Sunday after Christmas Day | December 27, 2020, 10:30 a.m. 

 
The people of First Baptist Church gather this morning to worship God.  In order for these next few moments to be focused on 
worship, please silence all electronic devices including cell phones and tablets.  
 

Due to the risks involved with large group singing in an enclosed space, we are trying to err on the side of caution in regards 
to choirs and even congregational singing.  Therefore, at least for a while longer, we are minimizing any group singing.  Thank 
you for understanding and for continuing to engage your worshipping heart and spirit throughout the other actions in our 
service. 
 

PRELUDE ........................................................................................................................................... Esther Kim, piano 

O Little Town of Bethlehem – arr. Wolaver 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP ........................................................................................................................ Andy and Erin Jones 

John 1:1, 4, 5, 14 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 
 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 

and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

CAROL ............................................................................................................................................. Esther Kim, organ 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

  

  

  



 

PRAYER AND WELCOME TO WORSHIPERS ........................................................................................... Charley Lowry 
  Minister of Contemporary Worship 

 

CAROLS........................................................................................................................................... Esther Kim, organ 
He is Born 

 

Refrain 

He is born, the divine Christ Child; play the oboe and bagpipe merrily! 

He is born, the divine Christ Child; sing we all of the Savior mild. 
 

Stanza 

Through long ages of the past, prophets have foretold His coming; 

Through long ages of the past, now the time has come at last! 
 

Refrain 
 

~ Music: French carol; harm. David W. Music 

~ Text: Traditional French carol 
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We Three Kings 
 

Stanza 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

Refrain 

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Stanza 

Glorious now behold Him arise; King and God and sacrifice:  

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. 
 

Refrain 

~ Music: John Henry Hopkins, Jr. 
~ Text: John Henry Hopkins, Jr. 

 
RESPONSIVE READING..............................................................................................................................Billy Orton 

  The Glory Revealed (from our Celebrating Grace Hymnal No. 149) Minister of Music and Worship 

 

GOD’S REVELATION: 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,  

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?’ 
 

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary His mother; 

 and they knelt down and paid Him homage. 
 

Then, opening their treasure-chests, 

 They offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him 
 And when Jesus had been baptized, 

 Just as He came up from the water, 
 

suddenly the heavens were opened to Him 

 and He saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on Him. 
 

And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved,  

with whom I am well pleased.’ 



 

 

OUR RESPONSE: 
 

Father, You revealed Your Son 
by the star at His birth, 

and by the dove at His baptism. 
 

The light from Heaven shone 
 on three foreign seers 

and a lone Hebrew prophet. 
 

Shine now on us, we pray, 

 that we may see Your Son 

and worship together the One 

who pleases You completely. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER ............................................................................................................................. Travis Collins 
 Senior Pastor 

 
CAROL ........................................................................................................................................... Esther Kim, piano 

What Child Is This 

 

 

  



 

 

WORSHIP IN SONG ............................................................................................................... Leah Ann Boyd, soprano 

Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion – Handel 

(from Messiah)  
 

Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice greatly.  Rejoice, O daughter of Zion. Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 

behold, thy King cometh unto thee.  He is the righteous Savior, and He shall speak peace unto the 

heathen. 

 
SERMON ............................................................................................................................................... Travis Collins 

The Prayer of Jabez for 2021 
1 Chronicles 4:9-10 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
With our Lives 

Hymn of Commitment ........................................................................................................Esther Kim, organ 

Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
  

Refrain 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere 
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

Stanza 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
 

Refrain 
 

~ Text: John W. Work, Jr., adapt. (Luke 2:8-14) 

~ Music: African-American spiritual; harm. John W. Work III 

 

With our Tithes and Offerings  

Instead of passing offering plates, please use the receptacles outside the Sanctuary doors for giving tithes 
and offerings, either now or as you depart. 

 

BENEDICTION ........................................................................................................................ Phillip Roberts, deacon 

 

POSTLUDE  ....................................................................................................................................Esther Kim, organ 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing — arr. Hustad 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome our newest member 

Faith Collier 

 
 

(Continued on the next page) 



 

 

 

On this morning’s music for worship… 

 
Leah Ann Boyd is home this Christmas from Waco, Texas, where she is pursuing dual graduate degrees – a Master of Divinity at 
Truett Theological Seminary and a Master of Music in Church Music at Baylor University.  She is also currently serving as Minister 
of Music at FBC, Valley Mills, TX.  Her solo this morning, Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion, is the famous soprano aria from Part 
One of Handel's Messiah.   Leah Ann is the daughter of our Al and Myrna Boyd. 
 
 

HYMN REFLECTIONS 
 
Angels from the Realms of Glory is familiar to us through at least two hymn tunes (REGENT SQUARE and GLORIA).  Its text was 

penned by one of history's most important hymn writers, James Montgomery (1771-1854), who used each stanza to address a different 
entity in the Christmas story – the angels, the shepherds, the sages, and the saints – calling each of them, along with us, to "come and 
worship Christ, the newborn King." 
 
In addition to using the Gospel narratives as foundations for his poem, Montgomery also makes reference to Old Testament prophecies 
of the Messiah – the desired of nations (Haggai 2:7), and the One who would suddenly come to His temple (Malachi 3:1). 
 
 

What Child Is This is a beloved Christmas carol which uses an English folk song tune that can be traced back at least to the 1500's 
(Shakespeare mentions it in one of his plays).  GREENSLEEVES is perhaps my favorite carol melody and has a lilt and beauty which 
help worshipers to lovingly picture the Infant Jesus. 
 

The text by William Dix was originally contained in his longer Christmas poem, The Manger Throne. 

 

Billy Orton 
Minister of Music and Worship 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Temporarily Suspending In-Person Worship Beginning January 3, 2021 
 
Out of responsibility to each other and to our neighbors, we are temporarily suspending our in-person worship and in-person 

Sunday School for all ages beginning Sunday, January 3. (Our Christmas Eve services, and worship services on December 

27 will go on as scheduled, but if you are in a category of risk, you might want to stay home.) We made this decision in 

consultation with physicians within our church and Dr. Kelsey Ivey, an Infectious Disease Specialist in Huntsville. 
Moreover, I recently asked David Spillers about Huntsville Hospital. He told me: 

 

“We have been full for the past two weeks. Many days we are holding patients in the ER until we can free 
up space. The daily increase in positive cases will add additional hospitalizations that could overwhelm us 

over the next 3-4 weeks.” 

 
And this is from Francis Collins, head of the National Institute for Health and a faithful Christ-follower: 

 

“Churches gathering in person is a source of considerable concern and has certainly been an instance where 

super spreading has happened and could happen again…Most churches really ought to be advised to go to 
remote services, if they're not already doing so.” 

 

The decision to suspend in-person worship does not mean the offices will be closed. Staff will be working on staggered 
schedules, but the offices will be open. 

 

As to the Kids and Students, those ministers soon will communicate directly about their activities outside of Sunday 
mornings. 

 

So, how will we decide when it’s time to return to in-person worship and Sunday School? 

  
1. We are going to await the completion of the installation of our UV lights. Those lights, soon to be installed 

in our building’s ventilation system, will kill the virus and other germs passing through the system, thus 

providing us another line of defense against illness. We’ve been on a waiting list for those lights for a while, 
but anticipate the UV lights will be installed no later than the end of January. 

 

2. We are going to watch the COVID trends in Madison County. The Decision-Making Team will meet 

again on January 18 to re-evaluate our status.  
 

I’m grateful for your patience and vigilance during these difficult days. May God keep you safe. 

 
Your Pastor, 

Travis 

 
 

 

2020 Living Christmas Tree – Did you 

miss this year’s Living Christmas Tree 

broadcast?  The virtual presentation 

incorporating new music from our virtual 

choir and orchestra and music and video 

highlights from our archives  is available on 

demand on our website at fbchsv.org/lct. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FBC MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Travis Collins 

Senior Pastor 

Jud Reasons 

Executive Pastor 

Billy Orton 

Minister of Music and Worship 

Esther Kim 
Associate Minister of Music and Organist 

Charley Lowry 
Minister of Contemporary Worship 

Scott Day 
Missions Minister 

Mark Seanor 
Minister to Experienced Adults 

Holly Canup 

Minister to Median Adults 

John Lemons 

        Minister to Young Adults 

Sam Maxwell 

        Young Adult Ministry Resident 

Jamie Mackey 
        Minister to Students and Families 
Kristin Prasad 
        Minister to Kids and Families 

Shelley Mills 
        Associate Minister to Kids and Families 
Debbie Bell 
        Church Business Administrator 

Brian Temple 
        Media Director 

 

 

 

LIVESTREAM AND PRE-RECORDED BROADCASTS 
 

FBC@HOME 
Our pre-produced broadcast program, FBC@HOME, is available Sundays on Facebook Live at 
8:15am and 10:30am, and on WHNT-19 at 10:30am. The program includes the Sunday sermon, 
selected music from our worship services, testimonies, children’s time, scripture readings, and 
special features from our church life. We also include a segment entitled Church at the Heart of 
the City.....With a Heart for the Region. 
 
 

Livestream of Worship Services 
If you wish to watch the worship service as it is happening in the room, you can find the 
livestream of First Fellowship (8:15am) and the livestream of Sanctuary Worship (10:30am) at 
www.fbchsv.org/live. 
 
 
During the Week 
All of these broadcasts can be accessed throughout the week on the church website, 
www.fbchsv.org, by clicking on Service Archive.  If you had to miss one of these options on 
Sunday, you can go to the Services and Sermons page on fbchsv.org to access and watch any 
one of the services during the week. 
 
 

 
 
 
Digital Orders of Worship 

Downloadable PDFs of the current week's Sunday Worship bulletin are available online at the 

Music and Worship page of our church website.  Simply go to https://fbchsv.org/music-and-
worship-ministries.  (Scroll down to the header entitled Resources, or on the Members Page 

under Music and Worship Ministries.) 

 
The Sunday Worship bulletins contain announcements regarding church life as well as detailed 

information on the worship content and leadership. 


